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Explanations on particular disputed Texts. 

Acts, viii. 33, first clause. “ In his ho- 
miliation, bis jadgment was taken away.” 

It is undoubtedly true, that if this be ad- 
mitted as a declaration, which will allow of 
a correct explanation; yet the expression, 
as it now stands, is hard to be understood. 
The words are a quotation from Esaias the 
prophet. They were read by the Ethio- 
pian Eunuch while returning from Jerusa- 
lem, where he had been to worship, and 
while he was settirg in his chariot. 

Well might Philip inquire, if he under- 
stood, whathe read: and well might the 
Eunuch answer, ‘howcanI except some 
man should guide me?’ and he desired 
Philip to come up and sit with him. 

Now though Philip began at the same 
scripture and preached anto him Jesus, as 
the subject would naturally lead him; yet 
it is greatly questioned whether he taught 
the Eunuch, that, in the humiliation of 
Christ, his judgment was taken away.— 

Although, in some cases the original 
word will admit of this construction; yet 
it is wholly inapplicable in the present 
case. 

The judgment of Jesus Christ was pot 
taken away ; but was endured. He was 
sentenced to suffer death upon the Cross; 
this was his judgment. Was this judg- 
ment taken away? No, he endured the 
cross. He endured all the ignomy, shame, 
pain and reproach, to which he had deen 
adjudged. He endured the contradiction 
of sinners against himself. Allthe suffer- 
ings, which were necessary, either to con- 
firm the truth of his doctrine, or as an exam- 
ple for our imitation ; and all the pain and 
disgrace, to which he was exposed by the 
jadgment of the high priests and Pilate ; 
he actually did endure. There was none 
of it taken away, but all was endured. 


We account for this phraseology, in our 
translation, from the double meaning of the 
original word, and that its particular appli- 
cation to this subject, was not sufficiently 
examined. 

REMARKS. 

Scripture, being its own best expositor ; 
itis very suitable and highly important 
that we should attend closely to it as our 
rule. 

The texts parallel to this, on which our 
present subject is built, are a full and evi- 
dent confirmation of the sense, in which we 
have explained it : and I can find no scrip- 
ture to confirm the impression that Christ’s 
jadgment was taken away.—Enirtor. 


2 Samuel, xxiii. 5. Although my house be 
not so with God, yet hath he made with 
me an everlasting covenant, ordered in 
all things and sure; forthis is all my 
salvation and all my desire although he 
made it not tc grow. 

This passage is replete with the most 
useful knowledge, and exhibitsa large 
foundation for substantial joy. 

Here the declaration of a covenant ev- 
erlasting in duration : and so ordered, that 
in all things, it is sure ; and the plenitude 
of its blessings is such, that a!l our salva- 
tion, in it, is confirmed and our desires an- 
swered. 

Although David’s house was not, at that 
time, as he would wish to have it; altho’ 
many things, in his family were very disa- 
greeable; yet the covenant which God 
made with him was an assurance, that ev- 
ery thing should terminate in the best man- 
ner, should so issue that ail his desire 
should be granted. 

We are sensible, wkat the desires of a 
pious man must be, respecting his family, 
He does desire its eternal felicity ; it is his 








duty to desire it ; and to be destitute of 
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such a desire, would prove bim to be desti- 


te of piety. 
2 hd are many things, which a good 


man may desire,as to this life, which would 
pot be best for him, if they were to take 
place ; this must be imputed to his igno- 


rance of the best means to effect the best 


erredeed, it is easy for men to understand 


the end, which God proposes, viz. the final 
happiness of his creatures : and this is the 
object we have in view, when we say that 
the desires of the pious will be granted.— 
But when we speck of the means, which are 
best suited to accomplish this enc, we are 
lost ; we do not know. Thus the desire of 
the pious, which the text means, and which 
shall be granted, is the end, which God 
proposes, viz. the final happiness of his 
creatures. As to the means for accom- 
plishing this end, our desire should be 
with submission to him, who does know, 
and who will make all things, however un- 
likely, subservient to that end. 

When God promises the pious man,that 
he will grant all the desires of his heart: 
it means the universal happiness of crea- 
tures, asthe enddesired, andasthe end 
which God proposes : but many desires, 
even of the pious, as means of this great 
end, in their estimation, are not answered; 
the reason is, they would not be best if 
granted. God only knows the best means; 
the greatest and best of men do err respec: 
ting them : therefore, to them, God’s way 
is in the sea ; his path in the mighty wa- 
ters and his footsteps are not known. 

Thus the end, by us, may be understoods 
but the best means for accomplishing that 
end, are generally unknown to us. 

The desire of a pious man, not only, re- 
spects the happiness of his own family, his 
friends ard acquaintance ; but he desires 
the salvation of his enemies and of the 
whole world. True love to God, in the 
heart, never can stop short of this. The 
promise of God, then, that such desires | 
shall be granted, isa promise that the 
world shall be saved. Thus the covenant 
was called David’s desire. | 





Now a8 all true desires are from God, 
and as that origin is unchangeable ; it fol- 
lows that the covenant made by God is or. 
deredin all things; is sure ; is all our 
salvation or freedom from guilt and dis. 
tress, and carries assurance,that every true 
desire, in due time, shall be realized to 
full and complete satisfaction. 

Although there are times, when the bles. 
sings of this covenant are not realized, and 
when it does not answer our present ex. 
pectations ; yet thereis no just ground for 
despair ; the covenant itself exhibits suff. 
cient evidence of its final success. Hence 
when we consider the means,which infinite 
wisdom chooses to effect bis purposes, we 
are necessitated to exercise a belief that 
this effect will take place before we shall 
behold its final accomplishment.—‘ The 
foundation of God standeth sure.” ‘ The 
counsel of the Lord it shall stand, and he 
will do all his pleasure.—Eprror. 


Wor the Gospel Advocate. 

Mr. Eprror—In your last No. of May 
16,1 have perused your ‘‘answer” to my 
commubDication in a former number of your 
paper, in which you say I “would better 
answer the cause of truth, and all men 
would be more satisfied, if I would, instead 
of insinuations of dangerous errors, be ex- 
plicit in showing where they are in the 
wrong.” I did, indeed, think that in the 
former communication I was sufficiently 
explicit to induce you and your readers to 
believe it proper that a candid reply should 
be given to the objections, urged by me a- 
gainst the propriety of inculcating the doc- 
trine you advocate. But itseems by your 
“answer,” that you are unwilling to ven- 
ture an attack on the idea advanced by me 
of the demoralizing effects of your senti- 
ments, until I tell you the ‘why and the 
wherefore” of what I then advanced. Be 
assured Sir, that it is not for the want of 
materials to raise an insurmountable ob- 
jection to the utility of your system, altho’ 
I must confess my inability to do justice to 
a subject so important ; but, since you are 


80 anxious to have my objections more *‘ex- 
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plicit,” you shall be gratified as far as my 
feeble powers will permit. 

As tothe evil tendency of the doctrine 
of “universal salvation” in corrupting the 
morals of community, I think my position 
is supported by the scriptures, by reason, 
and by the lessons of daily experience. 

The word of God declares, that he will 
by no means clear the guilty; that “the 
wicked, and all the nations that forget God, 
shall be tured into hell !”—that He “will 
reward every man according to his works ;” 
beside the many positive declarations of the 
lamentable fact, that the finally impeni- 
ent shall reap the reward of their iniquity, 
inthe “lake that burneth with fire and 
brimstone.” There is enough in the bible 
to warrant us in the belief that God will 
punish mankind for their sins, and that 
from this punishment there is no deliver- 
ance. Now what says the doctrine you 
advocate ? When stripped of its deceit- 
ful covering, it proclaims in the ears of the 
drunkard, the thief, the robber, and the 
murderer a release from punishment, and 
an entrance into the joys of heaven with 
their hands imbrued in the blood of their 
fellow beings, and their souls stained 
with crimes of blackest die ! 

Why has God declared the certain pun- 
ishment of the rebel sinner? Isit not to 
deter mankind from sin—is it not proclaim- 
edin order to excite in the heart of man 
a“fear of God?” Most certainly : hence 
says the wise man“ the fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom.” If this be 
true, I ask you sir, if it is not a dangerous 
error to proclaim that the most abandon- 
edand profligate, shall be saved, as well 
as the righteous? I did not in my former 
remarks, intend to aim what you are pleas- 
ed toterm my ‘insinuations’ at any partic- 
ular sentence or number of sentences in 
your “Advocate,” but rather to the lead- 
ing points of the doctrine ; in whichif I un- 
derstand it, is taught the sentiment, that 
the thief shall be placed on a level with 
the industrious laborer—the adulterer with 
the affectionate husband—the drunkard 
with the temperate man—the penurious 








miser, with the liberal and charitable citi- 
zen—the murderer with the murdered— 
and the man who serves the devil with him 
who worships the God of heaven! ! 

Your doctrine teaches, that the most 
abandoned wretch shal! be finally saved 
with an everlasting salvation, while the 
Bible declares that “he, that being often 
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall sudden- 
ly be destroyed, and that without remedy ! . 
Now sir, if itis not dangerous to declare 
in opposition to such denunciations of the 
bible, that there is a remedy for him that 
wilfully hardeneth his neck, though “often 
reproved,” then I must confess, that there 
is no danger insetting up the standard of 
our own reason against the word of God: 

I forbear to remark on the lessons of ex- 
perience, for it must be evident that any 
system contrary to the scriptures, must be 
demoralizing in its effects; and, until I 
am rconvinced that the destruction of 
the obdurately wicked is not taught inthe 
scriptures,[ shall think my “insinuations” 
are sufficiently supported. Therefore 
wishing you success in the way of “well 
doing,” Iam, 

A CALVINIST. 
ANSWER TO CALVINIST. 

Sir—Your intimations of the demorali, 
zing tendency of universalism, seems to be 
built on the consideration of the limited 
duration of punishment ; as tho’ no punish- 
ment could be sufficiently calculated to de- 
ter from crimes, unless it were to be 
eidless. 

The truth, in this case, is clear ; endless 
punishment, as an argument to deter from 
crimes, has been tested ; it has been tried, 
as an experiment, for many centuries. Has 
it deterred from crimes? has it had the 
desired effect? Let the experience of 
mankind decide. The declarations of an 
angry God, and an endless hell, with cir- 
cumstances of indescribable horrors, have 
had but little, if any effect, in restraining 
men from vice. The gibbet, and even the 
whip, has more terror in it, and operates 
as a more powerful restraint, than all the 
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deciarations of endless damnation. There 
are two reasons for this ; one is, the gibbet 
and whip are present ; the torment of hell, 
as you declare, is fature ; and present pun- 
ishment strikes a greater dread than that 
whichisfuture. he gibbet and whip are 
reasonable : they are adequate to the crime: 
but endless damnation is unreasonable ; it 
is above and beyond the demerit of any 
crime, howgreat soever. Endless punish- 
ment can never be reasonable only in con- 
nection with an endless commission of sin. 
Adequate punishment for crimes, likewise, 
is consistent with the good designed for 
the sufferer ; but endless damnation is in- 
consistent with the design of good, by him 
who inflicts it—or of having a good effect 
on the sufferer when inflicted. How can 
the doom of endless torment be pronoun- 
ced with a view to the good of the sufferer? 
Ifthose torments be endless, then there 
can be no time for good to come; if good 
ever should come to the sufferer, his tor- 
ments would not be endless. 

Thus punishments exceeding reason and 
all reasonable bounds, lose their intended 
effect ; andinstead of operating as a res- 
traint, rather encourage than deter from 
the commission of crimes. 

Hence I am fully csnvinced, that the 
doctrine of endless damnation has had a 
very great effect, in making men worse in 
the room of making them better. It tends 
to alienate men’s affections from God and 
from one another, and to make them sav- 
age and cruel, rather than pious and hu- 
mane. 

You appear, likewise to suppose, that in 
consequence of our denying the eternity of 
punishments, that therefore, we deny any 
puniskment at all. This we will consider 
as your mistake, and as not understanding 
the doctrine which you have undertaken to 
refute. The texts which you have produ- 
ced to show the certain punishment of wick- 
ed men, are not only coincident with our 
belief, but, with other similar texts, are the 
ground or reason why we believe that the 
wicked will be punished. Thus you will 
be pleased to remember, that altiough we 





deny puoishments under the notion of their 
being endless ; yet that we believe in pun. 
ishment as resulting from transgression ; 
such punishments as are adequate to our 
crimes and calculated for our good. 
When the finishing transgression and 
making an end of sin, and bringing in ev. 
erlasting righteousness, can be made con- 
sistent with the endless continuance of sin 
and, misery ; when the reconciliation of 
every creature in heaven and earth, can be 
reconciled with the endless spite and mal- 
ice of lost creatures in hell to all eternity ; 
when infinite, unchangeable love, can be 
reconciled with infinite, unchangeable hat. 
red and anger : then may an endless hell, 
and an endless punishment be a truth, 
which truth, however, will rather tend to 


alienate, than to conciliate the affections of 
men. 


I only suggest,at present,that the ground 
of your sentiment, does not admit of an 
increase or diminution of the elect or non 
elect ; for if God has elected some to ev- 
erlasting life ; the rest of course are of the 
non elect ; these being fixed from eternity 
by God himself ; I suppose it will be dil 
ficult for man to alter: consequently the 
demoralizing principles of which you speak 
even if supported, could not lessen the 
number of the ¢lect, nor add to that of the 
noa elect.—Epzror. 


From the Gospe) Herald. 
From William Worrall, Pastor of the U- 
niversalist Church, John-street, Glas- 
gow, to Mr. Henry Fitz, Editor of tle 
Gospel Herald, New-York. 


Dear Brother in the Lord, 
Being now, through the ki§dness of a 
friend, in possession of the First and Sec- 


ond Volumes of the Gospel Herald, I am 
authorised by the churches in our connex- 
ion to express the high opinion they enier- 
tain, ** * *# # # % * - 

Mr. Van Velsan’s challenge, subsequent 
shuffling, and final disgrace, must have had 
great influence upon the minds of the re 
flecting part of the community. Never 
before was Calvinism so exposed, and put 
toopenshame. Proceed, Sir, as a true 
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and faithful soldier, inthe van of the ar- 
mies under the direction of the ‘ Captain 
of Salvation.” Be instant in season and 
out of season, in making inroads upon the 
ramifications of the kingdom of dark- 
ness, in the dreary dominions of sin and 
death ; and let the sound of your triumphs, 
from time to time, cheer and animate the 
lovers of truth on this side of the Atlantic. 

We had no idea, until the reception by 
us of the Gospel Herald, and a benevolent 
epistle from Mr. Stephen R. Smith, New- 
Hartford, that we had such a host of friends 
in the United States ; and consequently, 
the satisfaction communicated by the infor- 
mation is inexpressible. We have lost, 
by reason of death, our late Pastor, Mr. N. 
Douglas ; truly a loss tous, but great 
gain to him; he has exchanged earthly 
suffering for heavenly felicity. Particulars 
concerning this interesting event, you will 
find in the funeral discourse, published on 
the occasion, acopy of which you are re- 
que sted to accept. 

Theological truth is extending its influ- 
ence amongst us, in this corner of the vine- 
yard ; we only seem to want a few zealous 
jaborers, men of integrity and talent, and 
great good might be effected. We already 
hope, that the present intercourse now 
commencing with our American brethren, 
will be made instrumental under the great 
Head of the Church, for the attainment of 
an object so desirable. Along with this, 
I have written also to Mr. E. Mitchell, 
Pastor, New-York, in which I have enter- 
ed into some particulars which nearly con- 
cern us. .L have requested the Third Vol- 
ume of the Gospel Herald, when complete; 
the whole of the other seven Universalist 
periodical publications, from the com- 
mencement of each, if possible; the Life 
of Mr. J. Murray, and Reliy’s Union.— 
Should this be found too troublesome to 
Mr. Mitchell, would you have the good- 
ness to assist. The bretkren here are on 
the very tip-toe of expectation. The mon- 
ey will be remitted, or paid here according 
to order. 


of Saul, which is death, tending to decay, 
and the house of David, which is love, pro- 
gressively acquiring strength, I remain, 
dear brother, though ata great local dise 
tance, your coadjutor in proclaiming glory 
to God in the highest, on earth peace and 
good will to men. 
WILLIAM WORRALL. 
No. 102 Argyle-street, Glasgow. 

Feb. 26, 1823. 

Note.—We recommend to our Breth« 
ren, publishing the works wanted by our 
Brother Worrall, to forward a set of each, 
gratuitously, to this city, with any other 
publications they may be disposed to pre- 
sentto our foreign Brethren : we will fur- 
nish our quota, and, in conjunction with 
our Brother M. assist in forwarding the 
whole to their place of destination.—Ep. 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
Conversation between two Neighbors. 


C. If your doctrine be true it will take 
meup. If it is not true, where am I then? 
U> Suppose it is not true, how can you 
be saved ? You will not pretend that you 
can merit eternal life. —What do you ex- 
pect will take you up? 
C- Election or special grace. If I am 
not elected, I shall never be saved. 
U- Whose work is it to elect and con- 
vertsinners? Domen elect and convert 
themselves ? 
C. It is the work of asovereign God. 
If he does not elect and regenerate sinners, 
they will be eternally lost. 
U. Are you sure that election will take 
you up, more than it will me, or any other 
sinner on earth? 
C. I think, as I believe in eiection, it is 
more likely that I am one, than if I did not 
believe it. I hope for myself ; but I can- 
not hope for those, who do not believe in 
eternal election and reprobatior. 
U. Are you sure that your hope is good ? 
May not men believe in election, and yet 
be reprobates ? 
C. Lhope that I am converted. 1 
know that I have been convicted, that I ha- 





Hoping that you may perceive the house | 


ted God, and deserved endless misery.— 
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‘And ] I hope that I have been willing that 
God should do with meas he pleased. If 
he sent me to hell eternally, I felt willing 
God’s will should be done. Therefore 1 
hope I am one of God’s elect. 

U. Isit not possible that you are decel- 
ved? Are you now willing to be misera- 
ble to alleternity ? May you not say you 
are willing to be tormented in fire and 
brimstone a thousand years, or to all eter- 
nity, that you may be saved from all mise- 
ry when youdie? 

C. I try todo my duty, obey God’s 
commands, and seek his grace. I pray in 
my family, read the bible, pray in secret, 
attend public preaching, can tell my ex- 
perience, and belong to the church. 

U. May you not do these things from 
wrong motives? Do you not at the same 
time, allow yourself in some known sin? 
Love worketh no illto his neighbor. Do 
you never take advantage of your neigh- 
bors ignorance or wants, to promote your 
own selfish worldly interest ? Itis vain to 
pretend to love God, if we wrong our fel- 


low creatures. 
C. The fear of the Lord is the begin- 


ning of wisdom. I hope do fear God} 
if did not, I shouldnot obey his com- 
mands. Butifthere is no hell in anoth- 
er world, I should care nothing about re- 
ligion. IfI did not fear future punish- 
ment, I would live as I listed. 

U. Is it not evident that you are de- 
ceived about your pretended conversion ? 
Do you not plainly perceive that you have 
no true religion? You do not love God, 
norman. For if you did you would de- 
light to do God’s will, though you believ- 
ed their was no eternal bell in another 
world. 

C. Iam not willing to think that I have 
no truereligion. I should be ia dreadful 
distress if 1 thought that I was a reprobate 
bound to never ending misery. O horrid! 
O unquenchable fire ? O the blackness of 
darkness forever and ever ! 

U. Why do you make such exclama- 
tions? You said that you Were made wil- 


ling to go to hell forever if it were God’s | 





will. Now, if you spake the truth, and 
you think it best some should go there for 
the glory of God, why should not you be 
one of the number ? 

C. I said I was willing, because I was 
taught to believe that in this way, I should 
be saved. 

U. That is what I observed to you be- 
fore. But after all, it appears that you are 
more willing that others should be repro- 
bated than yourself. You are altogether 
selfish. You have no distress of mindin 
view of the never ending misery of your 
fellowmen, You expect to rejuice with 
greater joy in heaven, on account of their 
miseries. 

C. SoL have been taught to believe. 
But I begin to doubt the truth of the opin- 
ion. Tam commanded to love my neigh- 
bor as myself. IfI do, the thought of his 
endless sin and misery, will distress me, as 
wellas myown. Howcan | be happy in 
heaven, while he is always to suffer in hell? 
God be merciful to mea sinner. God be 
merciful to a world of sinners. 

U. Now you talk like a penitent— 
Bring forth fruits meet for repentance— 
Prove that youlove God, by following his 
Son Jesus, who went about doing good. 

SEEK TRUTH. 
From the Religious Inquirer. 

Mr. Editor,—During the last session of 
the Superior Court in this city, I called in, 
to witness the trial of some of those unfor- 
tunate beings, whose crimes had brought 
them before the bar of justice.—One poor 
being who approached near to idiocy, was 
brought forward, ona charge of burglary ; 
and asthe acts charged were admitted by 
the counsel for the prisoner, I listened with 
attention to the plea that should be made in 
his defence. Iconfess I was much pleas- 
ed with the learned ingenuity and elo- 
quence of the gentlemen who were counsel 
forthe prisoner. The principles which 


they :aid down, and urged as the ground on 
which their client should be acquitted, were 





undoubtedly correct ; but in admitting their 
correctness, my mind was necessarily led 
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to the inquiry—Will not this reasoning ap- 
ply in spiritual, as well as temporal things ? 
If so, the thought struck me, that thes® 
gentlemen’s reasoning at the bar, was prob- 
ably at variance with their religious senti- 
ments ; and the principles on which they re- 
lied for the acquittal of their client, if ad- 
mitted in their religious system, would sap 
its very foundation, and prove it false. 





One gentleman, in adcressing the jury, 
stated, that all punishment was intended to 
effect one of two ends, or purposes. First, 
As an example to deter others from the 
commission of crime; or, Secondly—for 
the correction of the offender. He then 
directed the attention of the Jury to the 
prisoner, and asked the question—Whetb- 
er the punishment of such a man, could be 
an example to community—or, whether 
punishment could operate on that poor be- 
ing as a correction ? If not, it were worse 
than useless to punish. Now, as all law, 
both of God and of man, is, or ought to be 
founded on reason and justice, all punish- 
ment connected with the divine law, must 
be for the same ends and purposes, viz. ei- 
ther to hold up an example, for the purpose 
of deterring others from crimes, or the em- 
endation or correction of the offender. 

Admitting this just principle in law, we 
will inquire, whether endless misery, or 
punishment, can effect either of their ends? 
First—Can endless punishment be consid- 
ered an example, deterring others from 
the commission of crime? The answer 
is—No. Forin order for punishment to 
cperate as anexample, it must be inflicted 
where the crime is committed, and where 
those to be deterred can have occular dem- 
onstration of the punishment. According 
to the Calvinistic theory, the crime is com- 
mitted in this world, but is punished in a. 
nother, far out of the reach of our sight, 
and beyond the reach ofour knowledge ; 
nor shall we see or know any thing about 
it until it is too late to have any effect, as 

nexample. It cannot be believed, that 
lie example of punishment will be neces- 








in another world. For the saved being 
assimilated to the divine nature, and made 
like unto God, cannot have that disposition 
tosin, that will require the force of ex- 
ample, to prevent their committing crimes. 

Secondly—Can endless punishment ef- 
fect the emendation or correction of the of. 
fender? The answer again is—No. It 
would be an absurdity to say, that punish. 
ment corrected or amended the punished, 
and yet continue to punish him through al} 
eternity. If, then, the law of God is as 
just and reasonable as the laws of man, 
endless punishment cannot be true, as it 
cannot effect either of these purposes—ex- 
ample or correction. 

The other gentleman, in behalf of the 
prisoner observed to the jury, that the law 
could not punish the act, or crime, but the 
motive which produced the act. For in- 
stance—an idiot, or a lunatic, might com- 
mit homicide, but could not be punished as 
amurderer, because he possesssd not that 
moral capacity to distinguish between 
right and wrong; and so very slight the 
difference, that it was very often difficult 
to determine howfara man was guilty. 
If the gentieman’s rezsoning was correct, 
which is readily admitted, and men are on- 
ly punishable according to the capacity 
they have of distinguishing between right 
and wrong, this reasoning applied to reli- 
gious theory, must at once destroy the idea 
of the infinite nature of sin. The infinite 
nature of sin, has been attempted to be 
proved, from the dignity or perfection of 
the Law, which required perfect obedi- 
ence ; or from the dignity of the character 
of the Lawgiver. But if the above reason- 
ing may be used in divinity, all these at- 
tempts to prove sin infinite, fall to the 
ground, as sin must be measured by the 
menial capacity of the subject, not by the 
perfection of the law, nor the dignity of 
the Lawziver. 

The honorable judge gave support to 
this mode of reasoning, in giving the case 
tothe jury. He laiddownas law, that 
all crimes committed by persons under 7 





Mary to prevent the commission of crimes 


eo. 





years of age, were not punishable by law. 
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GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 











a. 


Because the law considered all under that 
age as not possessed of that moral capacity 
necessary to distinguish between right and. 
wrong; from seven to fourteen it was | 
doubtiul whether they were, or were not | 
possessed of that capacity. The counsel | 
for the defendant might, therefore, urge’ 
that they were not, and proof might be 
brought to that end, in their tavor.—Now | 
if human Jaws are founded in reason and | 
justice, and experience has pronounced | 
them wholesome, good, and wise, and ev- 
ery crime ismeasured by the capacity of 
the offender to discern between right and 
wrong, and exonerates from punishment 
all who are destitute of this capacity. Isit 
possible we can believe that the law of 
God is so directly opposite, that infants 
should be the subjects of pumshment in 
hiskingdom, and even those who have 
scarcely breathed the vital air, subject to 
eternal burning ? Yet how often has it been 
asserted, thatmyriads of children will be 
eternally miserable. Should you consider 
these remarks as worthy a place in your 
paper, they are at your service. 


JUSTITIA., 





Unitarianism is making rapid progress in 
the world. In England there are said to 
be at present not less than four hundred 
regular congregations. In Transylvania, 
there are at present 40,000 Unitarians, 
constituting 120 churches. Unitarianism 
js one of the four modes of religion which 
enjoy equal freedom and protection in that 
country, the three being the Roman Cath- 
olic, the Calvinistic and the Lutheran. 





Dedication and Installation. —The Uni- 
versalist church tately erected in Bulfinch 
street, was yesterday morning solemnly 
dedicated, by the customary religious ex- 
ercises, and in the afternoon the Rev. 
Paul Dean was re-installed as pastor of the 
Centre Universalist Society, for whose ac- 
commodation the charch was erected.— 
The dedication sermon was preached by 
the Rev. Mr. Dean, pastor elect, and the 





installation sermon by the Rev. Mr. Mitch- 


ell of New York. The interesting seryj. 
ces were attended by avery numerops ar. 
dience.— Boston Repertory. 


Pulpit Candor.—A preacher in the west 
of Engiand, preached during the whole of 
Lent, in a town where he was never inyj. 
ted to dine. He said in his farewell ser. 
mon, “I have preached against every vice 
except that of good living, which I believe 
is not to be found among you, and there. 
fore needed not my reproach.” 


ee 


The Voice of the Creatures. 


There is a God, al] nature speaks, 

Through earih, and air, and seas, and skies, 
See, from the clouds his glory breaks, 
When tlie first beams of morning rise : 


The rising sun, serenely bright, 
O’er the wide world’s extended frame, 
Inscribes, in characters of light, 

His mighty Maker’s glorious name. 


Diffusing life, his influence spreads, 
And health ard plenty smile around, 
And fruitful fields, and verdant meads, 
Are with a thousand blessings crown’d. 


Almighty goodness, power divine, 

The fields and verdant meads display ; 
And bless the hand which made them shine, 
With various charms profusely gay. 


For man and beast, here daily food 

In wide diffusive plenty grows ! 

And there, for drink, the chrystal flood 

In streams sweet winding, gently flows. 

By coolingstreams, and softening showers, 
The vegetable race are fed, 

And‘ trees, and plants, and herbs, and flowers, 
Their maker’s bounty smiling spread. 


The flowery tribes, all blooming, rise 
Above the faint attempts of art, 
Their bright, inimitable dyes 

Speak sweet conviction to the heart. 


Ye curious minds who roam abroad, 

And trace creation’s wonders o’er, 

Confess the footsteps of the God, 

And bow before him, and adore.—Mrs, STEELE. 
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